School Staff Union Bill Gets A Look

Union-represented custodians, bus drivers and cafeteria staff would have more leverage to
- compete against private companies bidding for thg public school work they would otherwise
- perform under a bill considered in a House committee today.

Under HB 4533, sponsored by Rep. Andy MEISNER (D-Ferndale), the subject of
privatization could be brought up at the bargaining table, which gives non-instructional staff
a better shot to put in a bid to supply services for:which school district officials may

- otherwise outsource, :

. Several labor groups testified in the House Labor ;:ommittee today in favor of the
legislation, reciting horror stories of how privatiza;kion has been a disastrous waste of money
for several school districts that have tried to go dgwn that road.

laws that opened the door for private firms to compete for public work end up tying local
districts into unrealistic contracts that ultimately proved more expensive.

Service Employees International Union Leg is!ativé(SEIU) Director Cynthia PAUL said state

- Yet, at least ane school official testified that the cyrrent system is working fine. Responsible
school districts only take the privatization route axer vetting the subject within its

- respective communities. Obviously, those who shéve through private services without public
~ input risk political repercussions.

* "This will add ancther layer to the onion at the ba§ gaining table and 1'm worried about that,"
said Lake Fenton Superintendent Ralph COASTE

The committee did not vote on HB 4533, but is eﬁpected to do so as soon at its next
meeting. The committee meeting marks the thirditime the House Labor Committee has
brought up a different labor issue designed to rolliback some of the pro-business changes
- made during the former Gov, John ENGLER admibistration.

The exact impact of HB 4533 was under some dispute. Labor organizations contended that
the bill would give school boards more options oniwho would drive their busses, clean their
schools and serve their children lunch. But one school board official said he was concerned
that allowing privatization to be brought up at the bargaining table would allow labor unions
to gum up the works with calls for fact-finding, m{adiation and other labor negotiations
tactics that could stretch privatization effort by yefrs.

- Don WOTRUBA, of the Michigan Association of Séhool Boards, told the committee to sack
the legislation and let communities and local boar@s of education decide for themselves if
money can be saved going through privatization.

Coaster said his district of 1,700 students uses twi) different privatization firms. One is
saving the district money. The second is costing ag much money as the services cost when
~ public employees were doing the work. He stresseéd that the process is working, however.

He noted that one privatization effort at Lake Fen{bn was not successful and the contract
was dumped in favor of hiring the workers back ag public school employees. He said the
private workers the school district does hire are embers of the communities, not strangers
bussed in from out-of-state.

Paul countered that privatization creates a myriad%of problems, not the least of which
-include the lack of public accountability. She also 4aid private firms don't always keep a



